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Breast adenocarcinoma is a type of cancer which severely impacts a woman’s life, both 
physically and psychosocially. This type of cancer is capable of impacting self-concept, female 
sexuality and even femininity. Several women during breast cancer treatment possess a self-
concept disorder due to the breast social construct as an important and symbolic organ for 
femininity, thus impacting self-esteem of patients who feel insecure in their social and marital 
relationships. Therefore, the aim of this study is to verify the influences of therapy against breast 
cancer on the psychoemotional dimension and female sexuality. A literature review was 
performed using scientific papers published between 2011 and 2021, available on the following 
data bases Scientific Electronic Library Online, Public Medline, Biblioteca Virtual em Saúde and 
Periódicos Eletrônicos em Psicologia. The search selected 81papers in total, which were 
assessed by two reviewers with respect to exclusion and inclusion criteria, finally 32 papers 
were selected, whose contents were categorized accordingly to thematic content analysis. The 
results of this study indicated that women subjected to cancer treatment present themselves 
with psychosocial disorders due not only to the breast neoplasm and its aggressive treatment 
but also to body distortion resulting from the enrollment of the main representative organ of 
female sexuality. Hence, this study aims at contributing to the scientific community, helping to 
the making of knowledge referring to the thematic in consideration.  
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