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ABSTRACT

Hepatitis B is considered a worldwide public health problem, especially in developing countries
like Brazil. This study aimed to evaluate the hepatitis B immunization in Brazil associated with
its epidemiology, pathophysiology and clinical aspects. A bibliographic survey was carried out
in MedLine, Lilacs, PubMed, SciELO and Portal de Periédicos CAPES/MEC databases. 20
references were chosen according to inclusion and exclusion criterion. From these studies, it
was observed that hepatitis B can develop into acute or chronic infection, the latter being divided
into four stages: immunotolerant, immunoactive, non-replicative and reactivation. It has been
found that hepatitis B prevalence rates have become lower across the country as a result of
national control strategies. However, the Amazon region was the most endemic in the country.
Knowledge of vaccination history and serological status, attitudes and appropriate practices of
health professionals are essential for post-exposure management. The existence of a low
vaccination coverage was demonstrated in the Amazon and in the Northeast region and a
broader vaccination coverage was verified in the Southeast region. Vaccination in adolescents,
health workers, university students and garbage collectors were analyzed. In the case of
diagnosis, immunoenzymatic assays and chemiluminescence are used. Finally, health care
workers were considered a risk group for hepatitis B and should be properly immunized.
Therefore, it was possible to conclude that the results are valid, as they allow information with
scientific relevance to be made available quickly, so that there is greater awareness about
aspects of hepatitis B and the importance of vaccination against this disease. However, the need
for more research on the situation of hepatitis B in Brazil is clear, in order to update the
epidemiological context and for new strategies to be devised.
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