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Tattooing is an act of body expression and social communication with great popularity becauseit
works as an individual subjectivation. For being an invasive procedure, which breaks the epithelial
barrier, it acts as a potential source of infection and contamination. The ink is one of the
protagonists for this to occur. Objective: The objective of this work is to carry outmicrobiology of
inks used in tattoo studios in an evaluation in an interior city of Goias.Metodology: It is an
observational, descriptive, and quantitative original study, with a sample of ten studios among
which only seven have donated material for analysis. All participants answered a questionnaire
with twenty objective questions about the procedures carried out in the studios. Irregularities such
as the incomplete use of individual protection equipment,improper storage of items, and reuse
of material that should discarded have been verified. 5ml of pure ink and 5 ml of ink and
diluents were seeded in selective medium Mannitol Agarand Agar Mac Conkey. Results: There
was bacterial growth present in both medium quantifiedabove 25x104 CFU/ml in 5 samples and
0,3x104 CFU/ml in just one sample in three of the seven analyzed studios. This confirms
contamination of ink by gram positive and negative bacteria. Lack of inspection, inadequate use
of individual protection equipment, failures in hygiene protocols, reuse of materials that should be
discarded, and the inappropriate use of diluents are factors that may be related to this
contamination. Conclusion: There is a need forfurther studies of this nature due to the growing
demand for this art form, for the intrinsic risk associated with it, and for better supervision and
guidance of professionals to strictly follow thehygiene protocols.
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