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The present work aims to analyze the presence of the sugarcane culture and its impacts on the 
environment, from historical and literary perspectives, within the work "O fifteen" by Brazilian 
author Raquel de Queiroz. Considering the concerns and anxieties at the time related to climate 
change at the local level and the process of desertification in Brazil. Identifying the strength of 
sugarcane as a mobilizing agent of the intellectual debate about drought and the process of 
desertification in Brazil, as well as understanding the subjective desires and concerns presented 
in the characters of the work in relation to this whole context of environmental apocalypse. The 
research is qualitative, aiming at a documental analysis through literature, adopting the methods 
and approaches of Ecocriticism, which will enable the understanding of the ecocentric elements 
in the work, as mobilizers of feelings, desires and possibilities, therefore, the strength of an 
element non-human, sugarcane, as the main agent in sociocultural intermediaries.  
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