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It was understood that the criteria of available suitors registered in the National Adoption and 
Fostering System (SNA) in Brazil has a well-defined pattern. Currently, still according to the SNA 
(2021), there are 32.831 candidates for adoption in Brazil and 4.263 available children. So, if 
there are almost 8 applicants for every 1 child, why haven't they all been adopted yet? The 
general objective is to analyze the criteria adopted to choose the applicants registered in the 
SNA and the reasons for the non-adoption. To reach the expected results, the following specific 
objectives were defined: a) define the standards imposed by the applicants; b) analyze the 
profiles of the available children; c) discuss the numerical imbalance between applicants and 
available children. Still according to the SNA, among the 32,831 applicants for adoption, only 4 
want to adopt teenagers up to or over 15 years old, while of the 4,263 available children, more 
than 1,000 are up to or over 15 years old. The way out would be not to let the applicants choose 
a standard child to adopt, but to let the children choose which family to stay with, and the 
applicants who have decided to adopt are already aware that they have not chosen the child, 
nor his or her age or color. 
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