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Abstract: The Menino Bernardo Law, Law No. 13.010, of June 26, 2014, was created to guarantee 
children and adolescents the right to be raised and educated without the use of punishment (physical 
punishment and/or cruel or degrading treatment). Law No. 13.010/2014 came to meet the device art. 
227 of the Federal Constitution where it is explicit that it is the duty of the family, society and the state 
to ensure with absolute priority to children, adolescents and young people several rights, including 
dignity and respect (Federal Constitution of 1988). In this sense, this paper aims to understand what 
is being done to make this Law effective and what public policies are being implemented to ensure 
these rights. With the creation of the Menino Bernardo Law, the need was felt to create policies to 
train the professionals who directly assist this public to prevent, identify, and combat these forms of 
violence. The federal government has created training programs, especially for guardianship 
counselors who deal directly with most of the child and adolescent victims of abuse. Besides these 
actions, Brazil is part of a global partnership for the end of violence against children led by the UN 
(where the goal is to contribute to the elimination of all forms of violence against children and 
adolescents). What measures are taken for those responsible who, instead of caring, educating and 
protecting these vulnerable minors, use physical punishment, cruel or degrading treatment? They 
will be subject to family protection programs, psychological or psychiatric treatment, orientation 
program courses, the obligation to refer the child to specialized treatment and/or a warning. In 
practice, permanent educational campaigns should be promoted, involving the judiciary, the Public 
Ministry and the Guardianship Council to promote the protection and defense of the rights of children 
and adolescents. It is undeniable that the Child Bernardo Law was a milestone in the fight against 
the excesses and abuses that culturally are carried out as if it were normal, but it is still only the 
beginning of this fight. Even though these changes have brought countless benefits, we still need to 
continue fighting against the inequalities and evils exercised mainly by those who should protect, 
welcome, and guide in an adequate manner. 
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