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This is ongoing research and is related to a broader project that aims to analyze, based on 
the theoretical-methodological assumptions of environmental history, the expansion of the 
agricultural frontier in the Cerrado, using as references the relationship between history, 
ecology, and development science for agriculture. Thus, we are interested in analyzing the 
governmental, institutional, and actor discourses and practices involved in the agrarian 
“conquest” of the phytophysiognomic soils of Brazilian fields, with emphasis on the closed 
fields of Central Brazil, as well as the incorporation of this region in national development 
policies. We are also interested in identifying and analyzing the relationship between the 
agronomic development of the Cerrado and the most recent historical processes of 
environmental devastation in the biome. Thus, our time frame sought to privilege the context 
of developmental policies in Brazil, with the study of documentary sources produced between 
the 1950s and 1990s, including debates on the ecology of soils and savannah fields in 
Central Brazil. We therefore look to the theoretical assumptions of Environmental History, in 
the search for understanding the “invention” or historical construction of the Cerrado in the 
midst of ecological ideas and the symbolic struggle between the different concepts that 
culminated in the hegemonic vision of the biome with the great agricultural frontier from 
Brazil. And in this sense, interdisciplinary dialogue with other fields of knowledge will be 
fundamental, in the search to understand the ecological, political and economic reasons that 
involve the relationship between society and the natural resources of the Cerrado. Thus, in 
addition to ecology, dialogue with agronomy, geography, archeology, geology, soil biology 
and other areas of knowledge will be fundamental, as it also associates other 
historiographical fields such as the history of science, history of agriculture, and 
environmental history. Thus, our research universe seeks to expand the historiographical 
scope to the lenses of interdisciplinarity, so fundamental to the theoretical-methodological 
assumptions of Environmental History. Our intention is to establish an environmental history 
of the Cerrado based on the historical processes of agricultural expansion in this region, 
which is currently the main producer of agricultural commodities in the country, and its 
economic and socio-environmental effects. In the case of the work plan for the Scientific 
Initiation Scholarship, we aim to train student researchers in dealing with historical 
documentary sources, archives, and the collection and analysis of these sources, associated 
with the theoretical-methodological assumptions of Environmental History. (Fonte: Arial, 11, 
espaçamento simples) 
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