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Law No. 14.133 of April 1st, 2021 has introduced new features into the bidding procedures 
carried out by the Direct and Indirect Administrations. In this way, the role of the Contracting 
Agent emerges in the bidding process, making it necessary to analyze their role, as well as 
their responsibilities and the civil, criminal, and administrative consequences of their actions. 
The bidding process is a form of competition between individuals who want to provide services, 
and sell or dispose of goods for the public administration, respecting the principles of the 
administration. This process is a formal act, with defined rules and objectives, aiming to obtain 
the best prices and to allow the participation of the interest parties. The law no. 14.133/21 
contains new topics to increase transparency in the process of public bidding and contracting, 
discouraging any form of corruption. These new mechanisms are a way of mitigating poorly 
planned contracts, which can disturb the process in its efficiency. The contracting agent is 
responsible for conducting the bidding process, making the decisions, and managing other 
activities necessary for the progress until its approval. It’s important to summarize that the 
relationship between administrative improbity is directly linked to corruption, such as acts of 
bribery, nepotism and extortion. These acts are punishable in ways that affect the contracting 
agent’s civil and political acts, as well as dismissal and fine penalties. The contracting agent is 
essential in the bidding process, and has a huge responsibility in their role, by doing only what 
is allowed by the law. 
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