
 

 

FAKE NEWS AND CIVIL LIABILITY: A STUDY ON THE 

IMPACTS OF DISINFORMATION DURING THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC IN BRAZIL 

Ranielle Goncalves da Cunha1 
Rafael Rodrigues Alves2 

 
This summary takes a deeper look at the impacts of disinformation during the outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus in Brazil, with a focus on the analysis of civil liability. The main objective of 
this paper is to investigate the legal implications of the spread of fake news in the midst of 
the public health crisis that has devastated Brazil and the world. The central aim of this 
research is to analyze the legal and social consequences of dissemination. In the Brazilian 
scenario, fake news was prevalent. It seeks to understand how disinformation affected the 
civil liability of the parties involved and how the Brazilian legal system responded to these 
challenges. The methodological approach adopted was analytical and based on an extensive 
review of cases of the spread of fake news during the pandemic and their relationship with 
the legislation in force in Brazil. The study examined a wide variety of sources, including 
court decisions, laws, regulations and high-profile cases in the media. The analysis revealed 
that the spread of disinformation during the COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil had significant 
impacts on various spheres of society. This included damage to the reputation of people and 
institutions, social panic and, in some cases, even the loss of lives due to incorrect 
information about treatments and preventive measures. Civil liability emerged as a central 
issue in this context. The study identified cases in which individuals, groups and media 
outlets were held legally responsible for disseminating false information that caused harm to 
third parties. The analysis of these cases indicated that the Brazilian legal system has 
struggled to hold the authors of fake news accountable, especially when there is substantial 
damage. This study concludes that disinformation during the COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil 
has had profound implications, not only in the social sphere, but also in civil liability. The 
Brazilian legal system has shown flexibility in adapting existing laws to address the spread of 
fake news, although there are significant challenges in identifying and prosecuting those 
responsible. The research highlights the importance of adopting a broader and more effective 
approach to combating the spread of fake news, involving collaboration between the public 
sector, social media platforms and civil society. In addition, public education on how to 
identify and deal with false information is key to mitigating the damaging impacts of 
disinformation. 
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